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Who is CATS?

CATS is the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization  

(MPO)
for northeastern Illinois



How does CATS work?



Shared Path 2030

Concept
Scenarios

RTP Scenarios
(3-5)

Goals and
Objectives

Transit
Projects

rail/bus

Regional
Network

Alternatives

Regional
Policy

Alternatives

Evaluate
system performance

fiscal constraint
mobility/accessibility

land use effects
air quality

Project
Packages

concept scenarios

Funding
Alternatives

Recommended
RTP

Projected
System Costs
and Revenues

modal working
groups

alternatives working
group

RTP Committee

Highway
Projects

expressways/arterial

System
Proposals
bike/ped/pool



Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)

Five-year prioritized list 
of transportation projects 
with funding and 
scheduling details.

Based on guidance from 
the RTP.

Must be fiscally 
constrained and meet air 
quality goals.



Consultation  Evolution

.



Consultation participants

U.S. DOT
U.S. EPA 
State department of transportation
State department of environment
Transit oversight authority
Others as appropriate



Early and active involvement
Identification of issues
Quick response to rule changes
Concurrent review & development

Consultation benefits
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