NEllgEI Association of Regional Councils

2006 NARC Policy Brief

NARC policies are developed yearly from consultations with and information provided by the association’s
working groups, committees and its membership. The policies provide a context for NARC's national agenda
on significant national and legislative issues. Each policy brief includes a rationale for NARC'’s position on
topics relevant and important to America’s regional councils and metropolitan planning organizations, metro
and rural, large and small.

Rail
Issue: Long and Short Haul Rail
Background: Promoting heavy rail as a way to move both goods and passengers will continue
to be a priority for NARCs multi-modal transportation program.
We will also continue to work with Class I, II, and Il railroads as a means to ease cross country

and intercity container congestion. Utilizing our massive rail infrastructure and infusing new capital
into maintenance and new track is a needed component of a national freight policy.

Leqgislative Recommendations:

. NARC will continue to work with Congress on attempts to create a “Rail-21”
authorization to assist in the funding of a National rail system.

. NARC will continue to pursue legislation establishing high speed rail and Maglev
corridors.

For additional information, contact Fred Abousleman, Director of Transportation, National Association of Regional Councils,
1666 Connecticut Ave. NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20009; 202/986-1032, ext. 216; fax: 202/986-1038; e-mail: fred@narc.org.



